DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

honour ; he was incredibly rude to his uncle, and
he left, after a visit of six days, saying that he had
done with England. The Queen, who had already
asked her Ambassador in Berlin to convey a hint to
him that she would not take it much amiss if his
visits to Cowes ceased to be annual fixtures suggested
by himself, found him a most fatiguing guest, and it
was a great relief when his stay was over, and she
could take her breakfast again in tranquillity, under
the immense green umbrella in the garden. She
read the contents of her daily despatch-boxes, and
had her lesson in Hindustani from the Munshi, and
the grandchildren played with her dogs, and then
her pony-chair came round and she went for her
morning drive with her daughter or her son-in-law
to keep her company.

They were with her always ; for Prince Henry
there was shooting or hunting at Windsor, and deer-
stalking at Balmoral, and at Osborne sailing in the
Solent in the schooner-yacht she had given him, and
they accompanied her on her annual spring holiday
abroad. But his only office was to be a family man
with wife and children living with the Queen of
England without any further occupations or responsi-
bilities of his own. A few weeks intermittently of
such a life would have been a most recuperative
existence for a man taking a well-earned rest after a
prolonged period of hard work, or for one regaining
his strength after a severe illness. But he was in the
youthful prime of life, and the horizons of recupera-
tion stretched away into the unforeseen. Yet the
very contract of his marriage provided that he should

255